MY EXPERIENCES WITH THE KAISER   425
vernement franqals et qu'Elle donnera a ce sujet ses ordres
imperiaux. ("I have had the honour of presenting to the
German Emperor my explanations on the subject of the
Morocco question, and His Majesty was good enough to
tell me that he had no intention of causing any difficulties to
the French Government and that he would issue the neces-
sary instructions.")
On the day after my arrival in St. Petersburg I had an
interview with Emperor Nicholas aboard the imperial yacht
Standard, anchored off the coast of Finland. His Majesty
received me in his stateroom and thanked me cordially for
the successful achievement of the difficult task with which
he had entrusted me [the Treaty of Portsmouth] and for
the accuracy with which I had carried out his instructions,
both in letter and spirit Thereupon he bestowed upon me
the rank of Count, in recognition of my services to himself
and Russia. In the course of our subsequent talk, His
Majesty told me that he had received a letter from Emperor
William, in which the German sovereign spoke of me in
admiring terms. He was glad, he added, that I shared the
views which were the foundation of his agreement with
Germany, concluded at Bjorke. I always have advocated,
I interposed, an entente between France, Germany and
Russia, His Majesty observed that he knew I had spoken
about it to Emperor William several years before. The
text of the mysterious agreement, however, His Majesty
did not show me.
The next day I met Count Lamsdorff, our Minister of
Foreign Affairs. After the customary greetings and con-
gratulations, he asked me, his voice vibrant with ill-con-
trolled indignation:
"Do you really approve of the Bjorke compact?"
I replied in the affirmative and proceeded to unfold my
views on the desirability of an entente among Russia, Ger-
many, and France, when he interrupted me, saying: